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Media Release

Marine Park Farce Again!

“A waste of millions of dollars” is how Dr Randal McLellan, Chairman of Sunfish Fraser Coast, described the latest plan for the Great Sandy Marine Park.

“After over 15 years of talk the government releases a final plan that is supposed to protect and enhance our wonderful Hervey Bay and Great Sandy Strait, and all we end up with is a document that repeats existing legislation, does very little to help the environment, and will cause a lot of anger and backlash against the government from recreational fishers, conservationists and the tourism industry!”  Dr McLellan said. 

Recreational anglers are angry about the way they have been treated in the plan. Most recreational fishers agree that the proposed marine park is worth protecting and that they would have to accept some cutbacks. An example is the “Yellow” Conservation Zone that restricts all anglers to one line with one hook in the water at any time and no netting. The Plan places a “yellow” zone over the whole of the Great Sandy Strait. But in an unheard of move, and one that smacks of back-room deals, the government has placed a special designation over most of that zone that allows the continuation of the excessive netting that already plagues the area. This will only serve to increase the conflict between the recreational and commercial fishing sectors. Even worse, the plan makes no attempt to restrict the influx of more commercial netters after being displaced from the GBR following the closures there. 

“We will not accept this. For the government to draw a Conservation Zone and then allow every net fisher in Queensland to fish in that zone using 600 metres of net each is a joke. Not only will this cause a fierce reaction from the nearly 50% of the local population that are recreational fishers, but it will make a laughing stock of the government with all environmental groups and governments around the world who are serious about environmental protection.”  

The government could issue specific permits to individuals who have a history of commercial fishing in that area if it wanted to, and Sunfish has always supported appropriate compensation for any commercial operators who may be disadvantaged by legislation. 

“But what we have here is a “Do nothing plan” that is unfair on recreational fishers, allows continued excessive commercial fishing, and will hurt the tourism industry as well. Recreational fishing is worth $140million per year to this region. The people who write these documents love to state that the government consulted widely with stakeholders. They fail to say that the government then proceeded to ignore all but a few minority stakeholders with vested interests. The bureaucrats who produced this plan also stated publicly that the Government directed them to draft a plan that DID NOT AFFECT COMMERCIAL FISHING. This is a totally inappropriate way to approach an environmental plan. What is best for the environment should be the primary focus, with any sectors that are adversely affected to be appropriately compensated.” Dr McLellan said. 

“We also question why they wasted our time with consultation this year when this plan is dated January 2006. It costs us time and money to go to Brisbane to meet with these people who obviously have no intention of dealing with our genuine concerns”

Other ridiculous anomalies in the plan include a “Green” Marine National Park Zone for Turkey Island in the Straits. But this “Green” Zone only applies to the vegetated land! What is the point?!

There are supposed to be bottom protection areas - “Dark Blue” Zones. What is proposed are basically a reflection of existing fisheries legislation “No trawl areas” and have done nothing to further identify and protect important bottom habitat including the seagrass beds and soft corals that are so important to our inshore environment. What is even more disturbing, it appears that the bureaucrats who wrote the plan appear to believe that they can ‘con’ the public into believing that these are “new” restrictions. 

In conclusion Dr McLellan stated, “We are amazed, and very suspicious, about what has gone on here. I believe that a Conservation Park zone that allows continued excessive netting while placing extra restrictions on Recreational fishers is in direct conflict with the intent of the Marine Parks Act and in direct conflict with the intent of the Conservation Park Zone. I will be asking the Sunfish committee to commit to a legal challenge to these and other anomalies in the Plan via a Judicial Review. Recreational anglers have had enough.” 

For Further Information contact Dr. Randal McLellan ph 0419779586 
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